Courage

Help For Those Who Suffer From Homosexual Inclinations
Persons with homosexual desires have always been with us; however, until recent
times, there has been little, if any, formal outreach from the Church in the way of
support groups or information for such persons. Most were left to work out their
path on their own. As a result, they found themselves listening to and accepting the
secular society’s perspective and opting to act on their same-sex desires. His Emi-
nence, the late Terence Cardinal Cooke of New York, was aware of, and troubled by
this situation. He knew that the individual dealing with same-sex attractions truly
needed to experience the freedom of interior chastity and in that freedom find the
steps necessary to living a fully Christian life in communion with God and others. He
was concerned that many would not find this path and would be constantly trying to
get their needs met in ways that ultimately do not satisfy the desires of the heart. In
response to this concern, he decided to form a spiritual support system which would
assist men and women with same-sex attractions in living chaste lives in fellowship,
truth and love. Knowing of Fr. John Harvey’s extensive ministry experience in this
field, he invited him to come to his Archdiocese. With the help of the Rev. Benedict
Groeschel, C.F.R., and others, Fr. Harvey began the Courage Apostolate with its first
meeting in September, 1980 at the Shrine of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in South Ferry
(Manhattan). With the endorsement of the Holy See, Courage now has more than
100 Chapters and contact people world-wide, over 1500 persons participating in its
ListServs, and hundreds of persons per week receiving assistance from the main
office and website. It has become a mainstream Catholic Apostolate helping thou-
sands of men and women find peace through fellowship, prayer, and the Sacra-
ments. The Courage Central Office operates through the partial financial support of
the Archdiocese of New York and Diocese of Bridgeport, but largely through the con-
tributions and volunteer work of Courage members and other individuals and organ-
izations committed to advancing its efforts. Individual chapters throughout the world
are self-supporting and exist with the permission of their diocesan Bishop. In help-
ing individuals gain a greater understanding and appreciation of the Church’s teach-
ings, especially in the area of chastity, Courage extends the Church’s invitation to a
life of peace and grace. In chaste living, one finds the peace and grace to grow in
Christian maturity. Courage International, Inc., 8 Leonard St., Norwalk, CT 06850
(203) 803-1564 http://couragerc.org

EnCourage

Help for Families with Loved Ones Who Suffer From Homosexuality
Encourage is a ministry within Courage dedicated to the spiritual needs of parents,
siblings, children and other relatives and friends of persons who have same-sex
attractions. Standing by the true teachings of the Roman Catholic Church, Encour-
age members support one another and their loved ones through discussion, prayer
and fellowship. http://couragerc.org/encourage/about

Bishop Kemme's Comment Regarding the U.S. Supreme
Court's Decision About Same-Sex Marriage

The Catholic Church consistently and clearly teaches that marriage can
only exist between one man and one woman.

In spite of the Supreme Court's decision to overturn the state's authority
to prohibit marriage between persons of the same sex, the Catholic
Church will continue to proclaim its teaching, while at the same time
always respecting the dignity of persons who experience same sex
attraction. The welfare of children, who deserve both a mother and a
father and the foundation of a stable society, demand and call for the
dignity of marriage between one man and one woman who by God's
design and the natural order complement each other.

+ The Most Rev. Carl A. Kemme Bishop of the Diocese of Wichita




